First Baptist Church Christian Preschool

2024-2025 Parent Handbook

Half Day Christian Preschool

PHILOSOPHY:  First Baptist Church Christian Preschool will allow each child to develop at their own rate, as an individual.  The activities that they experience will foster opportunities for development of self esteem and independence. They will also encourage creativity and curiosity in a loving and nurturing Christian environment.  These characteristics are the foundation for intellectual, spiritual, social, emotional and physical growth.

MISSION STATEMENT:  As a ministry of First Baptist Church, the mission of the First Baptist Christian Preschool is to provide excellence in preschool education for children in our community with a loving, Christ-centered environment that fosters the whole child in every area of development.
“Create in me a pure heart, O God…” Psalm 51:2
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WELCOME

We welcome you and your child to First Baptist Church Christian Preschool.  This handbook has been prepared especially for you so that you may better understand the program we offer for your child.

We strive to provide quality care and age appropriate activities within a safe, comfortable Christian environment.  We will seek to educate and minister to your child in harmony with God’s design for development.  We encourage your participation and involvement, and value the opportunity to work in partnership with you.

Thank-you for allowing First Baptist Church Christian Preschool to be part of your child’s early developmental years.  We hope this year will be a significant building block in your child’s life as they develop physically, cognitively, emotionally, socially, and spiritually
.
The Core Purpose of First Baptist Church Christian Preschool is to embrace childhood in partnership with families and God.

Christian Faith Principles:
We model and teach Christian faith principles such as love, patience, kindness, compassion, goodness, self-control, gentleness, forgiveness, faithfulness, joy, and humility.

Child-Centered Curriculum:
We believe children learn through play.  Our teachers skillfully prepare and facilitate open-ended learning environments appropriate for child-initiated exploration.
Relationships: 
We value each child and all people as unique gifts from God.

Childhood:
We value childhood and its importance on “who” young children become.  We believe it is our responsibility to be active in safekeeping it.
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BASIC PROGRAM FACTS

First Baptist Church Christian Preschool is a half-day Christian early education program.
Days:  Toddlers -  
Mon/Wed or Tues/Thur

  Twos –

Mon/Wed/Fri or Tues/Thur

  Threes – 

Mon-Thur or Mon - Fri

  Fours - 

Mon-Fri
Hours:  9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Daily
· We will closely follow the New Hanover County School calendar with regards to holidays, teacher workdays, and inclement weather (only if the schools are closed)
· When the New Hanover County Schools operate on a “two (2) hour delay”, First Baptist Church Christian Preschool will open at the regular time.
· When New Hanover County Schools conduct an “early release day”, First Baptist Church Christian Preschool will open for its regular schedule.

Eligibility:
First Baptist Church Christian Preschool admits children of any race, color, national or ethnic origin, who are one year of age by August 31st. 
Mailing Address:

First Baptist Church Christian Preschool





1939 Independence Blvd.




Wilmington, NC 28403





Phone:


(910)332-5732
FAX:




EMAIL:


anorris@fbcwilmington.org
Class Ratios:

Toddlers

8:2




Two-year-olds
16:3




Three-year-olds
16:2




Four-year-olds
16:2


*ratio is children to teachers
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CURRICULUM:

At First Baptist Church Christian Preschool we believe that ultimately the teachers are the living curriculum.  What they say and what they do will be one of your child’s greatest influences so we take their role very seriously.  We go to great lengths to write lesson plans that have fun activities planned into them and that give the children a chance to explore, and opportunities to create, share, and discover.  Teachers direct children toward learning academically, socially, and spiritually while being aware of their growth physically, mentally, and emotionally.
We use a center based Christian curriculum which incorporates bi-monthly themes, chapel, music, circle time and movement to teach age appropriate skills.
ENROLLMENT

Enrollment Dates:

Enrollment begins in January 2025 for the 2025-2026 school year.

· Parents of children currently enrolled in the program may enroll their children with first priority beginning Wednesday, January 3rd.  Siblings of children currently enrolled in the program may also enroll at this time.

· Members of First Baptist Church may enroll their children beginning on Tuesday, January 16th .
· Open enrollment begins on Monday, January 22nd.
How our Enrollment Process works:
We begin accepting enrollment applications from our existing families and siblings on January 6th.  We will collect forms through Friday, January 10th. We fill classes on a first come basis.  All of the applications received through Friday, January 10th by 12:00 will be used to fill the classes.  Any enrollment forms received after 12:00 on Friday will be processed each following day after 12:00.  Following our initial enrollment period for existing families and siblings, we will process enrollment applications on a daily basis at 12:00.  If there are more requests for a 3 day class then there are spaces available, we will do a lottery for that classroom.  (example:  for the M/W/F 2’s we have 16 spaces available and if we receive 18 first choices for that class, we will have a lottery and the remaining people will be placed in the T/Th class.)  So, you may not always get your first choice, but once you are in our program, we will always have a space for you.

***We will not receive applications before the first date published above.
How to Enroll Your Child:

Your child’s enrollment package will be considered complete after the following:

· Parents must complete an enrollment form, and submit a $125.00 registration fee. The registration fee is non-refundable once a child’s enrollment has been confirmed.

· Parents must also submit a completed medical form and immunization record by the 2nd full week of school.
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Waiting List:

Enrollment is based on space availability.  If classes are full, the Preschool will maintain a waiting list, based on the order in which enrollment forms were received.
FINANCIAL FACTS
Registration Fee:
· A non-refundable registration fee of $125.00 is required each year.  

Tuition:
· Tuition rates are as follows:
 (these rates are for the 2024-2025 school year and are subject to change.)

· Toddlers:  $250.00 a month

· Twos:         $250.00 a month/2 days a week
· Twos:         $280.00 a month/3 days a week

· Threes:       $300.00 a month/4 days a week

· Threes:      $325.00 a month/5 days a week
· Fours:         $325.00 a month 5 days a week

· Tuition is due on the 1st day of the month. Tuition will be paid September through May. Tuition payments are to be made to the preschool office, or given to the Director. Tuition payments may be made monthly or in one lump sum at the beginning of the school year. 

· Tuition is considered delinquent if not paid by the 10th of the month. A $15 late fee will be assessed for tuition payments made after the 10th of the month. 

· If an account is delinquent, a reminder will be sent home.  If the account is not brought up to date or arrangements made within seven days of the dated reminder, admission to class will not be available, the preschool may fill this position in the class with another student.

· Tuition and fees are calculated on an annual basis, without reduction for holidays, vacations, and professional in-service days for our teachers, inclement weather or student absences or illness. 
· Parents may request receipts for tuition payments from the Director.  End of year statements will be given for tax purposes.

Returned Check Fee:  There is a $35.00 charge for a check returned for any reason. Payment for the amount due and the returned check fee must be paid by cash, money order, or cashier’s check.  After the second returned check, tuition payments may only be paid by cash, money order, or cashier’s check.

Optional Expenses:  Parents will be notified of any additional expenses for photos, special events, and /or field trips.
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Early Withdrawal:  
· Withdrawal from the Preschool during the school year requires at least one month’s advance written notice. You must continue tuition payments for attendance through the date which is one month after our receipt of your withdrawal notice. 

· If a child is withdrawn and re-enrolled at a later date, a new registration fee is required.

· If a child is withdrawn before the end of the school year and the child is pre-registered for the next school year, the child’s space and registration fee for the next school year are forfeited.  The parent or guardian may request that the child be put on a waiting list.

Dismissals: 
The preschool may discontinue admission to class if the parent or guardian fails to:

· Keep current health and immunization information

· Keep current emergency data

· Fails to pay tuition and fees in a timely manner

· Habitually breaks program policies and procedures
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PRESCHOOLER BASICS

Preschoolers are:

· Creative: in order to express themselves.

· Curious: about everything – eager to learn.

· Imaginative: expressing what is uppermost in their minds as they play.

· Imitative: as they step into the roles of other persons, animals, or objects.

· Literal-minded: in their interpretation of words, thinking in terms of what they have seen and experienced.

· Sensitive: to their “emotional environments”. 
· Active!
Preschoolers learn:
· Through relationships: with parents, teachers, and other children.
· By doing: first-hand.
· Through play: the work of a child.
· Through the senses: touching, tasting, hearing, feeling, and smelling.
· By repetition: practicing new skills over and over.
· Through satisfaction: as they experience success!!
Preschoolers need:

· Love: unconditionally.
· Acceptance: to feel respected.
· Trust: that is developed by adults meeting needs promptly.
· Security: provided through consistency and familiarity.
· Independence: to choose among appropriate options and discover his or her unique gifts and abilities.
· Guidance: that patiently and lovingly teaches what is right and wrong.
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BASIC SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS

First Baptist Church Christian Preschool strives to help children develop a basic Christian approach to living through example, Bible stories and prayer.  Below is a list of the concepts that are used in our teaching:

GOD






JESUS
God made plants, animals, and people.

Jesus is God’s Son.

God sent His Son, Jesus for us.


Jesus was a baby.

God loves me.





Jesus had a family.

God loves people.




Jesus loves people.

People talk to God.




Jesus helped people.

God wants people to worship Him.


Jesus grew.

BIBLE






CHURCH

The Bible is a special book.
I know other adults and children at church.
The Bible is one way God speaks to us.
I can be a helper at church.

The Bible tells about Jesus.
I can worship God at church
The Bible helps people know how to live.
People go to different churches.
I can learn Bible verses.
People at church help other people.

The Bible has many stories.
People at church love me.

People use the Bible at church.

The Christmas story is in the Bible.


.
SELF






FAMILY

I am important.




I am a member of a family.

I am important to God.
Family members help each other.

I can do many things. 
My family loves me.



I can make choices.




Families work and play together.

God wants me to take care of my body.

God planned for families.
I can share.





I can obey my parents.


COMMUNITY





GOD’S CREATION

People love and care for me.


God made people.

People have different kinds of work to do.

God provides food for us.

God wants people to be kind.


God made the earth and sky.

I can help people around me.


God made the seasons.

Jesus wants the people around me 


God wants me to care for to love 

People around me are important to God.

the things He made.








I can care for things God made.

WORLD

People of other cultures are different than me.

God loves people around the world.

God showed everyone His love by sending Jesus.

Missionaries around the world tell others about Jesus.
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TEACHING THROUGH ACTIVITIES

Since preschoolers are active learners, our staff seeks to provide a variety of large and small group activities that encourage growth in all developmental areas.  Some of the activities that preschoolers will have opportunities to choose include:

· Blocks – These are transformed into whatever the child can imagine.  As preschoolers build with blocks, they have many opportunities to think, plan, work together, solve problems, take turns, be patient, and be helpful.

· Books – A preschooler enjoys books that relate to things experienced.  Through listening to books being read, a child becomes more aware of self and others.  Sharing a book with a friend can provide a feeling of security and belonging.  The book area can also provide quiet times of reflection.

· Science and Nature Materials – Preschoolers learn as they have firsthand, sensory experiences.  These experiences help the child become more aware of the world and to appreciate and learn to care for their world.

· Music – Enjoyment is most often thought of as the benefit of music.  Music has a natural appeal that draws a child to participate.  Through this participation the child learns vocabulary, concepts, motor skills, and social behavior.

· Puzzles and Manipulative – Puzzles are materials which present difficulties to be solved through mental ingenuity, patience and physical coordination.  Besides being fun, puzzles offer opportunities for preschoolers to recognize, associate, match, classify, follow directions, and accept responsibility.

· Art – A child uses creative materials as a means of expression, not to make pictures.  Preschoolers enjoy many satisfying experiences as they successfully manipulate a variety of art materials.  Art is a process, not a product.  It develops muscle control, sparks creative thinking, and teaches new concepts.

· Home Living and Dramatic Play – Home living and dramatic play activities help a preschooler develop many aspects of life.  These materials are perhaps the most inviting because they relate to what a child does at home.  Developing acceptable social skills and learning to get along with other are a few of the benefits of this center.  

· Group Time – This experience contributes to the child’s social development, providing opportunities to do things with others.  Children are encouraged to follow directions and take turns, thus becoming more aware of the rights and interests of others.
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DISCIPLINE STATEMENT
· Praise and positive reinforcement are effective methods of positive guidance.  When young children experience positive interactions with adults, they develop healthy self-concepts; learn problem-solving skills and self-discipline.

Based on this belief we WILL practice the following:

· Praise, encourage, set limits, model appropriate behavior, modify the classroom environment to prevent problems, listen, provide alternatives, respect needs, feelings and desires, explain on the child’s level, and be consistent.

We WILL NOT:

· Use any form of physical punishment, make fun of, threaten or otherwise abuse verbally, deny food or rest, leave alone or unattended, allow discipline of children by children.

REDIRECTING:  
· When a child has not responded to other positive guidance techniques, we may use re-directing as a way of taking the emphasis off the current situation and occupying their minds on a different subject matter.  Also, placing your child in a quiet area that is out of the main activity of the classroom, but is in the teacher’s sight may be necessary.  After a brief interval of no more than five minutes, the child will return to his or her regular activities.  This time allows the child to exercise self-control.  With the help of a teacher, older preschoolers can begin to examine situations and learn to make better choices.

REMOVING FROM THE CLASSROOM:  
· As a last resort, for the safety of your child and the other children, your child may be removed from the classroom to sit with our Preschool Director for a brief time.  We will try to contact the parents at this time to let them know of the situation.  If the parent cannot be reached, a note will be sent home. 
Suspension/ Dismissal: 

· We reserve the right to suspend or dismiss a child at our sole discretion for unsatisfactory or inappropriate behavior, or if we determine it to be in the best interests of the school. 
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BITING POLICY:

We want to ensure that every child is safe while in our care.  Our program provides an environment that encourages and promotes cooperative interaction, respect for others, and non-aggressive problem solving between the children.  Biting is a normal stage of development for your children who are teething and are still developing their language skills.  It is usually a temporary condition that is most common between thirteen and twenty-four months of age.  This means that it is a particular concern for the staff in the Toddler and Two year old rooms.

For safety concerns, we take biting seriously.  When it happens, it’s very scary, frustrating, and stressful for children, parents, and teachers.  It is also not something to blame on children, parents, or teachers, and there are no quick and easy solutions to it.  Children bite for a variety of reasons:  simple sensory exploration, panic, crowding, seeking to be noticed, or intense desire for a toy.  Repeated biting becomes a pattern of learned behavior that is often hard to extinguish because it does achieve results:  the desired toy, excitement, attention.  Knowing that the effect of their biting will hurt another person is not yet a part of a child of this ages’ mindset, so the “cause-effect” relationship is not internalized.  Our teachers plan activities and supervise carefully in order for biting not to happen.  There are times, however, when everyone cannot be within immediate reach to prevent a bite.

Our policy for handling a biting incident is the following:
· The biter is immediately removed from the group with a firm NO.  The bitten child is consoled and the bitten area is washed with soap and water.  IF necessary, ice is applied to reduce any swelling or bruising.  The biter is not allowed to return to play, and is talked to on a level that he/she can understand, then redirected.

· A written injury report is given to the parents of all children involved when they are picked up that day.  The name of the biting child is not released because it serves no useful purpose and can make an already difficult situation more difficult.

· We look intensively at the context of each biting incident for pattern, in an effort to prevent further biting behavior.

· We work with each biting child on resolving conflict or frustration in an appropriate manner.

· We make special efforts to protect the potential victims.

The policy for habitual biting is as follows:


After a child bites three times within a one month period, we will ask 
that they be kept home for a period of two weeks.  After the two-week 
period is over, the child can return to school.  If the child has another 
biting incident after the two-week period, we may have to ask that the 
child be removed from the school permanently to ensure the safety of the 
other children.

**A child that has bitten previously, and has not bitten in over a month 


will have a clean record, because that would not be habitual.
**Registration and tuition already paid will not be refunded if a child is permanently suspended from FBC-CP for biting.
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE PROCEDURES
· As always, the safety of your children is the priority of our preschool.  Your child may arrive at school as early as 8:45 am.  At First Baptist Church Christian Preschool, we will operate a drive-thru drop-off/pick-up procedure.   Drop-off/pick-up will begin at 8:45 am and 11:45 am respectively.

· You will enter the Activity Center parking lot from the front of the building and drive around to the back of the building for carpool drop-off. Please pull up to the first cone.  Children will be unloaded at this point.  (Please refer to the map on the page 14 for further explanation.) We will receive children in the drop-off line until 9:05.  If you arrive after 9:05, you will need to park out front and walk your child in.
· YOUR CAR MUST BE IN PARK DURING LOADING AND UNLOADING.  WE ARE A CELL PHONE FREE AREA DURING DROP-OFF/PICK-UP.

PLEASE ALLOW US THIS TIME TO GREET YOU AND LET YOU KNOW BRIEFLY HOW YOUR CHILDS DAY WAS.   THANK-YOU!

· If you choose to walk your child in, please park in the activity center lot, and be CAREFUL for children and cars.  If you choose to do this, please be prepared to drop your child quickly.  This is truly best for your child’s transition, for the other children, and for the teacher.  Thank-you for your cooperation during drop-off and pick-up.

· You may request a conference with your teacher at any time before or after class to discuss matters relating to your child. Please understand that our main priority at drop-off and pick-up is the safety of your child, we will not be able to engage in lengthy conversation at this time. 
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DEPARTURE:
Safety for your children is our first priority:

· Our primary responsibility is the safety of your children.  We want carpool dismissal to function smoothly and calmly for the children so that you will drive away with happy and secure children.  Please assist with the following procedures:

· Your child will be assisted to the car by a teacher.

· Please display your carpool identification card in your lower driver side front windshield.

· Have your car ready to receive your child.  This includes but is not limited to: having car seats in place and secure and having the car seat area clear of packages, groceries, toys, etc. 

· For the safety of all concerned, please do not use cell phones during arrival and dismissal procedures.
**Parents/Guardians will be required to load their children into an appropriate child safety seat and secure them at pick-up time.  Due to liability/legal issues teachers will not take out or reinstall car seats nor will they be buckling children. 
DISMISSAL PROCEDURES:

· There will be a cone in the car line area. Parents should pull up to the cone and place their car in Park.
· Parents should then exit their vehicle and stand at their rear bumper.
· Teachers will hold the child’s hand and walk the children to their parent/guardian.
Dismissal Times:

We are going to stagger dismissal times to help with the traffic flow.  Please see the schedule below :


*TODDLER/TWOS:  11:45


*THREES:                     11:50


*FOURS:                        11:55
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Important car seat information:
· TEACHERS WILL NOT TAKE OUT OR REINSTALL CAR SEATS FOR SAFETY REASONS.  Parents must make their own arrangements for leaving car seats and replacing them in another car.
Transportation Permission: 
· For safety and security reasons parents will be given a consent form listing all persons allowed to pick-up your child.  This form needs to be given to the teacher by the first day of Preschool.

· No one will be allowed to pick-up children unless their name is on the consent form or a written note has been given to the teacher or a call has been made by the parent giving permission in special circumstances.
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Messages:
· Teachers cannot accept verbal messages brought by children.  Please send dated, written notes about any changes including but not limited to car pool changes, early pick-ups, appointments, etc.  These notes may be given to the teacher assisting with arrival and dismissal activities.
Inclement Weather/School Closings: 
· The Preschool will follow the same “inclement weather policy” as the New Hanover County Public Schools. If the weather is questionable (ice, snow, hurricane preparedness, heavy rain, etc.), please listen to the public service announcements on local radio and TV.  If public schools are closed, we will be closed as well.  If the school system is operating on a one (1) hour delay or a two (2) hour delay, we will open at regular time.
LUNCH BUNCH: 
Lunch Bunch is an optional, pay-per use program.  Children may stay until 1:00 p.m. four days per week.  We will offer lunch bunch on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  There will be NO lunch bunch on Fridays.  You may sign up for lunch bunch by calling the Activity Center and leaving a message, or you may sign up on the Lunch Bunch sign up sheet outside the Directors office.  We do have a maximum number of children that will be able to participate in lunch bunch program per day.  Spots are assigned on a first-come basis; you are encouraged to sign up early to reserve a space for your child. 

· Lunch Bunch will be for the 3 and 4 year old programs only. 

(You will be billed separately for Lunch Bunch monthly)
· Lunch Bunch will begin on Monday, September 9th.

· ***Children MUST be potty trained to stay for lunch bunch.

· The cost for lunch bunch will be $6.00 per child, per day.
· Children need to bring a lunch and a drink, with their name on it.

***A $10.00 late fee will be charged if your child is not picked up BY

1:05 P.M.  It is critical that children be picked up on time, as we are not licensed to care for them more than 4 hours per day.  If you are repeatedly more than 10 minutes late, you may lose the option of attending Lunch Bunch. 
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HEALTH POLICIES

· An information form with medical and other information concerning your children will be given to you to fill out completely and return by the first day of Preschool.

· A copy of your child’s immunization record is required at the time of enrollment. Enrollment will not be processed until an up-to-date, doctor authorized immunization record is provided to the Preschool.

· If your children have any particular allergies, needs or requirements, please discuss these with the teacher and/or the Director.

· We ask that the Director or the teacher be notified immediately if a child develops any communicable disease.  If any communicable disease is verified the Preschool will notify parents.  
Guidelines for sick children:
· When is it necessary for a child to stay home with an illness?  All parents experience times when they are not sure if the child is sick enough to stay home or not.  These are helpful guidelines.
1. Never send a child to school that has had nausea, diarrhea, irritated eyes or fever within the past twenty-four (24) hours.

2. A child who is sick in the night is still sick in the morning even if he/she may appear to feel better.  Often times fever or diarrhea which is gone in the morning returns in the afternoon.

3. Colds seem to present the biggest dilemma because they last so long.   Usually a cold will last a week, but the child may not feel bad the entire time.  A child is most infectious in the beginning stages of the cold when the nose is drippy and when sneezing and coughing are fairly constant.  If there is a greenish discharge from the nose, the child might have infection and is likely contagious and may need to see a physician.  Often though your child may not feel very bad at this stage, it is probably when she/he needs to stay home.  This is a courtesy to other students and the teachers and may prevent your children from developing a worse condition because his/her resistance is low.  In the later stages of a cold, the child can be taught (both at home and at school) to cough and sneeze into the crook of the arm and not the hand since the hands pass along many germs.
4. If a doctor recommends a certain dosage of a prescription before returning to Preschool, please follow doctor’s orders.
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General Guidelines for when to keep your child at home:

If your child has:



He/She should remain home until:

Chicken Pox (rash or pimple like


All lesions have crusted over

eruption on body and face, base or 

pimple red with raised yellow blister

on top, headache, fever)

Diarrhea (more than 1 runny bowel
He/She has been without 
bowel movement)
diarrhea for 24 hours



Fever (over 101 rectally or 100 orally)
He/She has been fever free for 24 hours

Head Lice (small white-grayish rice

He/She has had 24 hours of

like particles on head or eyelids)

of effective treatment

Hepatitis (Type A- fever, stomach

He/She has a note from a doctor

upset, lack of appetite, nausea, followed
indicating that they are not 

within a few days of jaundice)


contagious

Nasal Discharge suggesting infection

The discharge is absent or has 

(yellow, green or smelly discharge)

turned clear

Pink Eye (conjunctivitis – discharge

He/She has no drainage from eyes
from eye, eyes bloodshot, itchy or

burning)
Ringworm (tiny – round patches


He/She has had 24 hours of 

of scaly skin, most commonly nickel

effective treatment

size)

Fifth Disease (rash on face, arms, legs,

After rash disappears completely

trunk, hands and feet.  Rash may

disappear and reappear often within a

few hours.  Rash fades completely within

one (1) week.  Fever, headache and stomach

symptoms may occur longer)

Rubella (Red Measles – appearance of

Five days after the appearance

a bad cold getting worse, eyes red and

of the rash
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watery.  Hard dry cough and rash don’t

appear until fourth (4th) day, fever which 

may continue to get higher)
Rubella (German Measles – no cold

Seven (7) days after the rash has

symptoms, slight sore throat with rash

appeared

similar to Rubella.  Fever usually, rash 

may cover body first day.  Swollen tender

glands on back of skull behind ears

Strep Throat (sore throat, vomiting,

He/She has had forty-eight (48)
fever, headache.  Rash may appear on

hours of the antibiotic

on second day – red, sand papery,

blotchy rash on trunk, usually 

accompanied by red cheeks)

Impetigo (scabs or crusts partly


Forty-eight (48) hours after the

Honey colored, begins with a pimple

initial treatment

with a yellowish or white blister on 

top most often on the face)

Vomiting





He/She has been on solid foods 








for twenty-four (24) hours


Medicine at school:

1. Always send a note to the teacher if you have given your child cold medicine before school.  These medications often make children sleepy and lethargic.  If we do not know about the medicine, we may think your child is sick or has a fever due to listless behavior.

2. The preschool WILL NOT administer any medications during school hours unless it is a life-threatening situation, i.e., allergic reaction, diabetes, etc.  If your child may require emergency medication, please send it in the prescription container along with a signed note from your doctor and a signed note from you giving your permission and instructions.  Please discuss this in detail with the teacher and/or Director so there will be no misunderstandings in instructions.
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COMMUNICATIONS

· Parent-Teacher communication and understanding is essential.  At any time during the year conferences may be scheduled by the teacher or parents request.  Please feel free to discuss this with the teacher after Preschool hours in order to avoid interruptions in the classroom or during the carpool activities.
· Please send notes to the teacher in the following circumstances:

· If you are going to be out of town. Children often behave differently when parents are away (extra hugs may be needed).

· If something different is going on at home.

· If your child did not sleep well or if anything unusual happened that might affect her/his behavior at preschool.

FIELD TRIPS

· Real experiences are invaluable learning tools.  The Preschool desires to provide these opportunities in as safe and meaningful way as possible.  Only children in the (4) year-old classes will go on these trips.  

· Parents are encouraged to join us on all field trips.  Parents will be responsible for completing a permission form, paying for any fees incurred and providing transportation.  If a parent cannot accompany their child, they can grant written permission to another adult to go in their place.  Fees should not be a reason to not participate in a trip.  Please reach out to director or your teacher for financial assistance as needed.
· Siblings will not be allowed on Field Trips. 
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CLOTHING

· Children should wear play clothes that are comfortable, washable and allow for self-help.  Long dresses, formal outfits, dry-clean only clothes, and/or slippery bottom shoes are not advised.  Closed, rubber soled shoes are recommended (no jellies, flip-flops, boots, etc.).  Your child will have a safer experience if these guidelines are followed.

· Please make sure to dress your children appropriately for the weather as outside play is a part of non-rainy days schedule unless the weather is too severe.  Sunscreen and bug spray should be applied prior to school.

· Please mark all your children’s articles of clothing which may be removed at any time during the day including but not limited to coats, sweaters, hats, gloves, sweatshirts, etc.  This marking should include your children’s name clearly written in permanent marker. 

PERSONAL ITEMS

· We prefer that children do not bring toys to school.  If your child would like to share something with the class, encourage him/her to bring an educational item such as things from outdoors, a book, an experiment, something they have made themselves or something they can “tell” us about.  We appreciate your cooperation in helping your children with her/his selections.
CLASS PARTIES

· Parents are given the opportunity to sign up for our Holiday parties.  Please discuss your plans with the teacher.  Children have just as much fun at simple parties that involve a “special snack” as with big elaborate activities.  If you are the party host or hostess, please consider your child when deciding whether or not to attend.  We would love to have you, but you know best how your children will react to you coming and then leaving in the middle of the day.  Parties will not interrupt the guided curriculum of the day therefore they will be short in nature.  Please do not bring siblings to class parties.
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BIRTHDAYS

· We enjoy sharing and celebrating the most precious day of your child’s year.  Your child’s teacher will include activities that make him/her feel special.  We prefer that celebrations at school be limited to a simple snack.  Our policy will be no balloons, hard candy, favors, blowers or presents at school.  Please discuss any birthday plans with your child’s teacher.  Parties will not interrupt the guided curriculum of the day therefore they will be short in nature.  Please do not bring siblings to the parties please. Birthday party invitations may not be brought to school unless they are being distributed to the entire class. 
SNACKS
· Each preschool class will have a snack during the morning.  Snack will be provided by the students on a rotation basis in her/his classroom for our toddler, twos and threes classes.  Our Pre-K classes will bring their own snack daily to help them prepare for kindergarten. Your child’s teacher will give you a “snack calendar” prior to the first day of preschool.  This calendar has a snack assignment for each child.  Please keep up with your day for snack as children are disappointed when their routine is disrupted.  We will have a small supply of back-up snack, but it is never the same for the children!
· It is important that nutritious snacks are sent to school.  Your snack bag will have a suggested food list, along with specific instructions.  When sending snack, please know the class count so there is enough to go around for all.  Also, please have snack already prepared ahead of time (fruit cut, cracker with spread, etc.). 
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Some thoughts that matter:

· Love and respect your child for who they are and not what you want them to be
· Give your child space to grow, to dream, to succeed and even at times to fail
· Create a loving home environment and show your child that they are loved, whenever and often
· When using discipline, let your child know that you disapprove of what he or she does, not who he or she is
· Set limits for your child and help them find security in the knowledge of what is expected of them
· Make time for your child and cherish those moments together, realizing how important and fleeting they are
· Do not burden your child with emotions and problems they are not equipped to deal with, remembering that you are the parent and they are the child
· Encourage your child to experience the world and all its possibilities, guiding them in its ways and take pains to leave  him or her careful but not fearful
· Take care of yourself physically and emotionally so that you can be there for your child when they need you 
· Try to be the kind of person you want your child to grow up to be---loving, kind, fair-minded, moral, giving and hopeful
THANK-YOU 
FOR SHARING YOUR CHILDREN WITH US!

THEY ARE OUR BLESSING!!
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11
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